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TWO BIG TEN TEAMS REACH 30-WIN PLATEAU
For the first time in Conference history, a pair of Big Ten
teams reached the 30-win plateau in a season.  Michigan
State improved to 31-3 on the year, while Ohio State fin-
ished the season 30-5.  Prior to the 2004-05 season,
only three teams ever reached the 30-win mark.  Purdue
won the NCAA title in 1999 with a 34-1 record, while
Penn State was 30-5 in 1999-2000 and Purdue was 31-7
in 2000-01. 

SPARTANS AND BUCKEYES SHARE BIG TEN TITLE
For the ninth time in League history and the first time
since the 1996-97 season, the Big Ten regular season
title was shared by two teams.  Ohio State earned a
piece of the title in the regular season finale after a 69-58
victory over Penn State. The Buckeyes, who share the
title with Michigan State, earned their first-ever No. 1
seed in the Big Ten Tournament with the win.  Since the
inception of Big Ten women’s basketball in 1982-83, Ohio
State has captured eight regular season titles, while
Michigan State earned its second ever championship and
the first for MSU since 1997.  The Buckeyes last won a
Big Ten title in 1992-93, when OSU finished as co-cham-
pions before making a run to the national title game.

SPARTANS CAPTURE BIG TEN TOURNAMENT TITLE
Michigan State, which shared the Big Ten title this sea-
son with Ohio State, became the first team since Purdue
in 1999 to win both the regular season and Tournament
titles in the same year. Penn State also did it in 1995, the
first year of the Big Ten Tournament.

BIG TEN TOURNEY WINS BREED NCAA SUCCESS
Recent history has shown that winning in the Big Ten
Tournament breeds success for Conference teams in the
NCAA Tournament.  Since 1995, the teams that have
won the Big Ten Women's Tournament have combined to
post a 23-9 record in the NCAA Championship.  Purdue
captured the League's first-ever NCAA women's title in
1999 after winning the Big Ten Tournament as the No. 1
seed.  Penn State appeared in the 2000 NCAA Final
Four after finishing as the runner-up in that year's Big
Ten Tournament, while Purdue made an appearance in
the 2001 National Championship game after also finish-
ing second in that year's Conference Tournament.  With
the return of Lindsay Whalen after the 2004 Big Ten
Tournament, Minnesota went on to its first Final Four
appearance in school history.  Top-seeded Michigan
State, the 2005 Tournament Champion, is currently 3-0
and is the last remaining Conference team in this year’s
NCAA Championship. 

BIG TEN RATES AMONG TOURNEY’S BEST
Ohio State, Northwestern and Illinois were three of the
32 teams selected to play in the first NCAA Women’s
Basketball Tournament in 1982, tipping off what would
become the Big Ten’s outstanding legacy in the event.
Since the Championship's inception, the Big Ten has
earned 95 invitations to the Big Dance. That ranks as the
third-highest total behind the SEC (147) and the ACC
(103).  Penn State made its 21st NCAA appearance
overall and its 11th since joining the Big Ten for the
1992-93 season. Purdue made its 16th trip to the
Tournament, while Ohio State played in its 14th year.
Minnesota earned a spot in the bracket for the fourth
consecutive season and the fifth time in school history
and Michigan State is appearing for the sixth time.

BIG TEN GRABS FOUR OF TOP 16 SEEDS
The Big Ten snagged four of the top 16 seeds in this
year’s NCAA Championship, which tied the most by any
conference (Big 12).  Michigan State earned a No. 1
seed, followed by No. 2 Ohio State, No. 3 Minnesota and
No. 4 Penn State.

• The Big Ten Tournament championship game featured
two teams ranked in the nation's top 15 by the
Associated Press for the fourth time in Tournament histo-
ry (No. 8 Michigan State and No. 15 Minnesota).

• The game was the second between the No. 2 seed and
No. 4 seed in Tournament history. The No. 2 seed holds
a 2-0 advantage. No. 2 Penn State defeated No. 4
Purdue, 71-69, in 1996.

• The Tournament final was the first-ever matchup
between Minnesota and Michigan State in the Big Ten
Tournament. 

• The 104 points scored in the Tournament final was the
lowest-ever point total scored in a Big Ten Tournament
championship game. The previous low was 108 in 1998
(Purdue 59, Penn State 49).

• Since 2001, the Tournament's title game has been
decided by six points or less.

• The 2005 Big Ten Tournament attendance of 30,211
was the fourth-highest total in the 11-year history of the
Tournament. It also is the fourth consecutive year the
attendance has been over 30,000.

MARCH 3-7, 2005
CONSECO FIELDHOUSE  •  INDIANAPOLIS INDIANA

HOSTED BY THE BIG TEN CONFERENCE AND 
INDIANA SPORTS CORPORATION

THURSDAY, MARCH 3 - FIRST ROUND
Game 1: #8 Wisconsin def. #9 Indiana, 75-74 (2OT)
Game 2: #7 Illinois def. #10 Northwestern, 62-58
Game 3: #6 Iowa def. #11 Michigan, 70-42 

FRIDAY, MARCH 4 - QUARTERFINALS
Game 4: #1 Ohio State def. #8 Wisconsin, 70-46
Game 5: #4 Minnesota def. #5 Purdue, 71-68
Game 6: #2 Michigan State def. #7 Illinois, 61-50 (OT)
Game 7: #3 Penn State def. #6 Iowa, 68-66

SUNDAY, MARCH 6 - SEMIFINALS
Game 8: #4 Minnesota def. #1 Ohio State, 66-63 (OT)
Game 9: #2 Michigan State def. #3 Penn State, 83-76

MONDAY, MARCH 7 - FINAL
Game 10: #2 Michigan State def. #4 Minnesota, 55-49
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2005 BIG TEN TOURNAMENT NOTES & RESULTS

ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM

Jamie Broback, Minnesota
Kristin Haynie, Michigan State *

Brandie Hoskins, Ohio State
Janel McCarville, Minnesota
Kelli Roehrig, Michigan State

* Most Outstanding Player

Year Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 Total Avg. per Session
1995 3,782 4,293 5,006 4,240 4,590 22,001 4,400
1996 3,517 4,038 3,688 4,840 6,783 22,866 4,573
1997 4,548 5,755 4,285 4,725 5,490 24,803 4,960
1998 4,280 6,363 4,796 4,505 5,930 25,874 5,175
1999 4,961 7,317 4,948 6,123 6,459 29,808 5,962
2000 5,053 4,753 5,664 6,672 5,256 27,398 5,480
2001 5,340 2,796 5,566 7,948 5,369 27,019 5,403
2002 5,630 6,324 5,614 9,358 9,221 35,846 7,169
2003 4,854 5,318 5,743 6,898 7,847 30,658 6,132
2004 5,521 6,768 7,405 8,524 # 9,417 * 37,635 * 7,527
2005 4,966 6,940 5,701 5,847 6,757 30,211 6,042
Total 4,768 5,515 5,311 6,335 6,647 314,119 28,556 (year)

5,711 (session)

Site of Tournament:  Indianapolis, Ind. from 1995-2000, 02-05, Grand Rapids, Mich. in 2001

* Total and average attendance record # Single session attendance record
Figures in bold indicate session records

BIG TEN TOURNAMENT ATTENDANCE
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