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HOLY CROSS VOLLEYBALL QUICK FACTS
Location: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Worcester, MA  01610
Founded: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1843
Enrollment: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,788
Color:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Royal Purple
Nickname: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Crusaders
Affi liations:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NCAA Div. I, Patriot League
Home Court:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hart Center (3,600)
President: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J.
Director of Admissions: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ann McDermott ’79
     Offi ce Phone:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (508) 793-2443
Director of Financial Aid:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynne M. Myers
     Offi ce Phone:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (508) 793-2265
Director of Athletics:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard M. Regan, Jr. ’76
Associate Director of Athletics: . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Bellerose ’77
Associate Director of Athletics: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ann Zelesky
Associate Director of Athletics: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rose Shea ’87
Assistant Director of Athletics:  . . . . . . . . . . . . .RalphWillard ’67
Asst. AD/Marketing & Media Relations:  . . Frank Mastrandrea ’88
Manager of Events and Promotions:  . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Kagno
Head Athletic Trainer:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Anthony Cerundolo
Director Athletic Media Relations:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles Bare
Asst. Director Athletic Media Relations (Volleyball):   .  Jim Wrobel
Asst. Director Athletic Media Relations: . . . . . . . . . . Megan Cross
Compliane/Athletic Media Relations Assistant:  . . Meredith Buzzi
Web Site . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.GoHolyCross.com

VOLLEYBALL INFORMATION
Head Coach:   . . . . .Chris Ridolfi  (Berklee College of Music ’93)
Career Record/Years: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29-77/Four
Record at Holy Cross/Years:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Same
Volleyball Offi ce Phone:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (508) 793-3623
E-Mail Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cridolfi @holycross.edu
2005 Overall Record: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-19
2005 Patriot League Record/Finish:  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-11/Seventh
Letterwinners Returning/Lost: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7/1
Starters Returning/Lost  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5/1
2006 Captains: . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chrissy Fanning, Valerie Mora & 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christine Strawson

MISSION STATMENT
COLLEGE OF THE HOLY CROSS
DEPARTMENT OF ATHLETICS

 The Mission of the Athletic Department of the College of the 
Holy Cross is to promote the intellectual, physical, and moral devel-
opment of students.  Through Division I athletic participation, our 
young men and women student-athletes learn a self-discipline that 
has both present and long-term effects; the interplay of individual 
and team effort; pride and self esteem in both victory and defeat; 
a skillful management of time; personal endurance and courage; 
and the complex relationships between friendship, leadership, and 
service.  Our athletics program, in the words of the College Mis-
sion Statement, calls for “a community marked by freedom, mutual 
respect, and civility.”
 Besides teaching these virtues, a few sports played at Holy 
Cross have the added value of focusing alumni and student support 
and enhancing our reputation locally and nationally.  While Holy 
Cross continues to commit itself to accomplishment in these sports, 
which are a rich part of our tradition, we choose to do so in a way 
that complements the pursuit of academic excellence.
 Holy Cross is committed to the guiding principles of the Pa-
triot League, of which we are a founding member:  presidential 
control of athletics; the cultivation of the ideal scholar-athlete; and 
participation in a wide variety of sports.  Commitment to the last 
principle assures that the College sponsors, in a very evident way, 
gender equity.
 The department of athletics is also committed to compliance 
with all College policies and regulations involved in Division I 
membership in the National Collegiate Athletic Association and 
the Eastern College Athletic Conference. As a member of the 
NCAA, Holy Cross also advocates student-athlete welfare, diversity, 
gender equity, sportsmanship, and ethical conduct in its athletic 
programs.

AT A GLANCEAT A GLANCE
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CORRESPONDENCE
It is important for prospective student-athletes to get in touch with 
Head Coach Chris Ridolfi  as soon as possible.  A simple letter 
of inquiry into the volleyball program will initiate the recruiting 
process.  The spring of your junior year or early senior year is the 
most appropriate time to contact coach.

INTERVIEWS
Students are strongly encouraged to have admissions interviews.  
The offi ce offers interviews from the summer until January 15.  
Alumni interviews in most metropolitan areas are available.  
Students must fi rst submit an application and indicate they would 
like an alumni interview before December 15.

EARLY DECISION
Students who are absolutely, 100% confi dent Holy Cross is their top 
college choice are encouraged to apply during the Early Decision 
process.

FINANCIAL AID
All fi nancial aid is awarded on the basis of need.  Prospective student-
athletes should complete the CSS “Profi le Form” in early Fall.

CLEARINGHOUSE
The NCAA mandates that all student-athletes interested in 
competing at the Division I or II level must be certifi ed through 

the NCAA Initial Eligibility Clearinghouse.  Contact high school 
coaches, athletics director or guidance counselor for necessary 
registration forms.

TELEPHONE CALLS
As per NCAA by law 13.1.3.1, institutional staff members may 
not telephone a prospect (or the prospect’s relatives or legal 
guardians) prior to July 1 following the prospect’s completion 
of the junior year in high school.  After July 1, institutional staff 
members may telephone a prospect once per week (measured 
Sunday through Saturday).  The once-per-week limit applies to 
the entire institution.

VIDEO TAPES
In an attempt to make an accurate assessment as soon as possible, 
it is recommended that videotapes be forwarded to Head Coach 
Chris Ridolfi ’s attention as soon as possible.  The video need not 
be an elaborate production.  Some simple game or practice tape is 
suffi cient with you being easily identifi ed.

CONTACTS
As per NCAA by law 13.02.3, a contact is any face-to-face encounter 
between a prospect or the prospect’s parent or legal guardian and an 
institutional staff member or athletics representative during which 
any dialogue occurs in excess of an exchange of a greeting.  Any 
such face-to-face encounter that is prearranged or takes place on 
the grounds of the prospect’s high school, or at the site of organized 
competition or practice involving the prospect’s high school, 
preparatory school, two-year college, or all-star team is considered 
a contact, regardless of the conversation that occurs.  We are limited 
to three off-campus contacts per prospective student-athlete.

EVALUATIONS
As per NCAA by law 13.02.6.1, an evaluation is any off-campus 
activity designed to assess the academic qualifi cations or athletic ability 
of a prospect, including any visit to a prospect’s educational institution 
(during which no contact occurs) or the observation of a prospect 
participating in any practice or competition at any size.  We are limited 
in our number of evaluations per prospective student-athlete.

OFFICIAL VISITS
According to NCAA by law 13.7.1.2, a prospect may not make more 
than fi ve expense-paid visits to NCAA member institutions, regardless 
of the number of sports in which the prospect is involved.  An institution 
may not provide an expense-paid visit to a prospect who has not presented 
the institution with a high school (or college) academic transcript and 
a score from a PSAT, an SAT, a PACTPlus, or an ACT test taken on a 
national testing date under national testing conditions.

UNOFFICIAL VISITS
According to NCAA by law 13.8.1, a prospect may visit an 
institution’s campus at the prospect’s own expense an unlimited 
number of times and may make an unoffi cial visit before the 
prospect’s senior year in high school.

ADMISSIONS AND IMPORTANT DATES

ADMISSIONS AND APPLICATIONS:  
You can reach our Admissions Offi ce by calling (508) 793-
2443.  To receive an application, please call or send a written 
request to: Admissions Offi ce, College of the Holy Cross, 1 
College St., Worcester, MA 01610.

CALENDAR:  
A typical recruiting calendar for a prospective student-athlete 
interested in Volleyball would go something like this:
** Summer of 2006 — make unoffi cial visits to schools of 
interest.
** September 2006 — contact Head Coach Chris Ridolfi   if Holy 
Cross falls within your top-fi ve list of potential colleges.
** October of 2006 — Head Coach Chris Ridolfi  will be in con-
tact regarding student-athlete’s interest and possible visit date.
** December 15 — Deadline for Admissions Early Decision.
** January 15 — Deadline for Admissions Regular Decision.

APPLICATION DEADLINES:
December 15 — Early Decision 
December 15 — last day to request alumni interview (applica-
tion needs to be postmarked by this date)
January 15 — Regular Decision
January 15 - last day for on-campus interviews

RECRUITING INFORMATIONRECRUITING INFORMATION
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2006 HOLY CROSS VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
DATE DAY OPPONENT TIME
Sept. 1 Fri. Sacred Heart (Hartford Invitational) 7:00 PM
Sept. 2 Sat. Providence (Hartford Invitational)  11:00 AM
Sept. 2 Sat. at Hartford (Hartford Invitational)  7:00 PM
Sept. 5  Tues. QUINNIPIAC 7:00 PM
Sept. 7 Thur. RHODE ISLAND (Crusader Classic) 6:00 PM
Sept. 8 Fri. ARMY * (Crusader Classic) 7:00 PM
Sept. 9 Sat. BUFFALO (Crusader Classic) 2:00 PM 
Sept. 13 Wed. at Providence 7:00 PM
Sept. 15 Fri. at Villanova (Villanova Classic) 7:30 PM
Sept. 16 Sat. Maryland-Baltimore County (Vill. Classic) 12:30 PM
Sept. 16 Sat. Sacred Heart (Villanova Classic) 4:00 PM
Sept. 20 Wed. CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE 7:00 PM
Sept. 22 Fri. BUCKNELL * 7:00 PM
Sept. 23 Sat. COLGATE * 4:00 PM
Sept. 29 Fri. at American * 7:00 PM
Sept. 30 Sat. at Navy * 7:00 PM
Oct. 13 Fri. LEHIGH * 7:00 PM
Oct. 14 Sat. LAFAYETTE * 4:00 PM
Oct. 20 Fri. at Colgate * 7:00 PM
Oct. 21 Sat. at Bucknell * 4:00 PM
Oct. 27 Fri. NAVY * 7:00 PM
Oct. 28 Sat. AMERICAN * 4:00 PM
Nov. 4 Sat. at Army * 2:00 PM
Nov. 10 Fri. at Lafayette * 7:00 PM
Nov. 11 Sat. at Lehigh * 4:00 PM
Nov. 17 Fri. Patriot League Semifi nals TBA
Nov. 18 Sat. Patriot League Championship Match TBA

BOLD CAPS — Home Games

* Patriot League Opponent

2006 SCHEDULE2006 SCHEDULE

HOLY CROSS HONORS & AWARDS

Patriot League Scholar Athlete of the Year
2004 — Caitlin Agostinacchio

2005 — Christine Strawson

Patriot League Defensive Player of the Year
1998 — Katie Lynch

All-Patriot League
1998 — Katie Lynch (second team)

2004 — Caitlin Agostinacchio (second team)
2005 — Christine Strawson (second team)

ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District
2005 — Christine Strawson (second team)
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2006 HOLY CROSS VOLLEYBALL ROSTER
NO. NAME YEAR HEIGHT POSITION HOMETOWN / HIGHSCHOOL
2  Chrissy Fanning Sr. 5-6 S East Amherst, N.Y. / Sacred Heart
3 Katie Fitzpatrick Jr. 5-6 DS Queensbury, N.Y. / Queensbury
5 Anastasia Quinn Fr. 5-9 RS Wilmington, Del. / Archmere Academy
6 Christine Strawson Jr. 5-11 OH Torrington, Conn. / Torrington
7 Kim Sweet So. 6-0 MH Walpole, Mass. / Walpole
8 Liz Campbell Fr. 5-8 OH Mineola, N.Y. / Mineola
9 Molly Anderson So. 5-8 DS/OH Weston, Conn. / Weston
10 Valerie Mora Sr. 5-8 L San Antonio, Texas / Highlands
11 Samantha Surface Fr. 6-0 MH/RS Fresno, Calif. / Bullard 
12 Meagan Merinder Jr. 6-0 MH Andover, Mass. / Andover
13 Liz Auger Fr. 5-11 OH/RS Barnstable, Mass. / Barnstable 
15 Meredith Beatrice Fr. 5-11 MH Lebanon, Maine / Spaulding
 
Head Coach: Chris Ridolfi  (Berklee College of Music, ’93, Fifth Season)
Assistant Coach: Steve Mantegani (First Season)
2006 Captains: Chrissy Fanning, Valerie Mora, Christine Strawson

2006 ROSTER2006 ROSTER
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 The Holy Cross volleyball team will look to its experience as 
it enters the 2006 season with all but one player coming back from 
last year. The Crusaders return seven players from last season (7-
19, 3-11 Patriot League), while they welcome a promising group 
of fi ve newcomers. 
 With six of the seven players that saw all of the match time 
coming back, fi fth year head Chris Ridolfi  sees his team’s experi-
ence as a major strength. “Last year the roster was so thin that 
seven kids played every minute of every game and match,” said 
Ridolfi . “So the experience that those players gained was very im-
portant and to bring back every one except one is a big thing for 
us. I also think the fact that we brought in some pretty talented 
freshmen will give us some depth.”
 The team is excited to start the season as the Crusaders are 
looking to build on the momentum that they created at the end of 
the year when they defeated eventual Patriot League Tournament 
fi nalist Army in the last match of the year. “We worked all last 
year to get the result we achieved in the last match of the season 
with the win over Army,” said Ridolfi . “It took us a full year to 
mature to the level where we could beat a good team and hold 
onto the match. If we can start this season at the maturity level as a 
team that we ended with last year I think we will be in pretty good 
shape.” 
 Also what adds to the excitement and momentum is that Cru-
saders had a productive spring season. “We got done what we had 
to get done,” said Ridolfi . “I think we headed into the summer on 
a good foot and if they come back in shape and are ready to go I 
think we will start where we left off.”
 The addition of the fi ve newcomers will add depth to the team 
but it will also provide a healthy competitive attitude. “I think they 
can make an impact on the court and at least they will push those 
six players to keep their spots, which is an impact in itself,” said 
Ridolfi . “But we are also looking at a couple to see time on the 
court right away.”
 Holy Cross expects to be a strong defensive team again as it 
fi nished fourth in the Patriot League in digs last season with 16.4 
digs a game. “We are consistently in the top half of the Patriot 
League as a defensive team because that is one of our philosophies 
here,” said Ridolfi . “All of our leading defensive players are all 
returning so there is no reason we won’t be strong again.” The Cru-
saders also will have more size at the net which should strengthen 
the team’s blocking.
  Yet again the Crusaders will play a tough non-conference 
schedule to prepare for the Patriot League season. “We have some 
tough early matches,” said Ridolfi . “We play Villanova on the road 
and the Hartford Tournament will be very competitive.” Also a 
highlight of the early season will be the Crusader Classic on Sept. 
7-9, which will include Rhode Island, Buffalo and an early Patriot 
league match up against Army.
 Ridolfi  sees the Patriot League as very deep this year with 
everyone having the ability to get in the four team Patriot League 

Tournament fi eld. “I think the league is very open this year,” said 
Ridolfi . “One of our goals is to make the Patriot League Tourna-
ment so we want to be fi ghting for it at the end of the season.”
 The Crusaders will need to fi ll some of the roles that last year’s 
lone graduating senior Caitlin O’Callaghan fi lled. She fi nished the 
season ranked second on the team with 182 kills and was ranked 
third with a .133 hitting percentage. But with the arrival of the 
newcomers and the experience of the returning players the team 
should be well rounded.
 Senior Chrissy Fanning, senior Valerie Mora and junior Chris-
tine Strawson will be the team’s tri-captains this season as they 
bring a good mix of leadership. “Chrissy is more of a quiet leader 
on the court who is always thinking about the well being of the 
team on and off the court,” said Ridolfi . “Valerie has the knowledge 
of almost every position on the court so she brings that experience 
to the role of captain, while Christine leads a ton by example. She 
is a very hard worker and very hard on herself. So we have a good 
mix of different types of leadership which is good for the team.” 
 Fanning is coming off her fi rst season as the full-time setter 
that saw her average 9.03 assists per game, which is the third best 
single-season performance in the history of the program, while she 
recorded 777 assists which is the fi fth best single-season perfor-
mance at Holy Cross. “Chrissy settled into the setter position well 
last year especially towards the end of the season,” said Ridolfi . 

2006 OUTLOOK2006 OUTLOOK

Junior Christine Strawson
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“This year we are asking her to take more a leadership role as a 
captain. She understood last year what we were looking for but 
now with a year under her belt she is that much further ahead.” 
 Ridolfi  is very confi dent in Fanning’s ability to take charge on 
the court. “Chrissy assumes the most responsibility on the team as 
far as carrying out the game plan and making sure everyone else 
follows her,” said Ridolfi . “She came from great coaching and is 
a very intelligent person who has an understanding of the game. 
Chrissy has good character and a good personality for someone in 
her position.”
 Mora will be making a position change as she will move to 
libero, a position she saw some time at as a sophomore. “Valerie 
has a ton of versatility and has played almost every position for us 
during her career,” said Ridolfi . “Valerie played libero during her 
sophomore season and that is where we are going to play her this 
year. With the position change she will have a lot of responsibility 
and we expect her to lead a lot on the court as a senior captain.”
 Strawson had an outstanding season last year as she was 
named the Patriot League Volleyball Scholar Athlete of the Year, 
while she also earned a spot on the all-Patriot League second team. 
Her 351 kills and 4.08 kills per game are both the second best 
single-season total at Holy Cross. Strawson is expected to have 
another big year as an outside hitter. “Christine is probably the 
most competitive player I have ever coached,” said Ridolfi . “Her 
pure athletic and volleyball abilities make her such an outstanding 
player.”
 Junior middle hitter Meagan Merinder is expected to be a ma-
jor contributor to the offense this season as she has taken some 
strides in individual training, so Ridolfi  expects that to translate 
to the team situation. “Meagan is a fabulous athlete and we are 
expecting her athleticism to lead to a lot of results on the court.”  
 Junior Katie Fitzpatrick was the libero last season and will see 
time on the court as a defensive specialist this season. “Katie is 
very tough and plays hard all of the time,” said Ridolfi . Sophomore 
Molly Anderson, who was an outside hitter last year, is looking to 
be a defensive specialist this season which is the position she was 
recruited for. “Hopefully Molly will go back to the role she was 
recruited for which is a defensive specialist,” said Ridolfi . “We had 
to have her be an outside hitter last year but she wasn’t recruited 
for that. She has some versatility now in that she has experience as 
an outside hitter at the Division I level.”
 The Crusaders welcome freshmen Liz Auger, Meredith Bea-
trice, Liz Campbell, Anastasia Quinn and Samantha Surface to the 
program. Auger comes to Holy Cross from Barnstable, Mass., as 
she was a member of three state championship teams at Barnstable 
High School. “Liz brings a winning attitude to our program,” said 
Ridolfi . “She is a very good athlete that also plays club volleyball 
at a high level. Elizabeth can also play two different positions for 
us.”
 Middle hitter Beatrice comes from Lebanon, Maine, and will 
provide some needed height at the net, while Campbell, an outside 

hitter from Mineola, N.Y., brings the experience of playing on a 
very good club.
 Quinn joins Holy Cross from Wilmington, Del. “Anastasia 
loves volleyball and works very hard,” said Ridolfi . “She will com-
pete for a spot on the court.” Surface, a native of Fresno, Calif., 
is also expected to vie to contribute right away. “Samantha is the 
most experienced freshman we have coming in,” said Ridolfi . “If 
we can get her experience on the court that will help us out.”
 The Crusaders will kick off the season on Sept. 1-2 at the 
Hartford Invitational, when they will face Sacred Heart, Provi-
dence and tournament host Hartford.
 

Junior Meagan Merinder

2006 OUTLOOK2006 OUTLOOK
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CHRIS
RIDOLFI
HEAD COACH
FIFTH SEASON
BERKLEE COLLEGE OF 
MUSIC, ’93
 Chris Ridolfi is in his fifth season 
as the Holy Cross Women’s Volleyball 
coach.  He is the seventh head coach in 

the program’s 31 years. 
 Ridolfi came to Holy Cross after serving as the assistant 
women’s volleyball coach at Harvard University from 1998-2001.  
While at Harvard, he assisted in the everyday operation of the vol-
leyball program.  Ridolfi coordinated Harvard’s national recruiting 
efforts and was responsible for monitoring the academic success 
of the student athletes.  In his four years at  Harvard, he helped the 
Crimson to two second place finishes in Ivy League competition.
 Prior to joining the Harvard staff, Ridolfi served as an assistant 
coach at Boston College from 1996-1998.
 Ridolfi is active with the Massachusetts Junior Olympics 
and serves as technical director for many local summer volleyball 
camps.
 He studied music at the Berklee College of Music in Boston, 
MA from 1989-1993.  

RIDOLFI’S CAREER COACHING RECORD

Year  School  W L Pct.
2002  Holy Cross 8 19 .296
2003  Holy Cross 7 20 .259
2004  Holy Cross 7 19 .269
2005  Holy Cross 7 19 .269
Totals  Four Years 29 77 .274

RIDOLFI’S COLLEGIATE COACHING FILE

Year  School  Position
1996-1997 Boston College Assistant Coach
1998-2001 Harvard  Assistant Coach
2002-present Holy Cross Head Coach

COACHING STAFFCOACHING STAFF

HC CAREER COACHING RECORDS

Coach Seasons Years Record Pct.
Jim Fegreus 1982-1983 2 39-24 .619
Al Morel 1984-1988 5 141-59 .705
John Coy 1989-1996 8 45-182 .198
Peter Viteritti 1997-2001 5 33-102 .244
Chris Ridolfi  2002-present 4 29-77 .274
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#2CHRISSY
FANNING
SR. • S • 5-6
CAPTAIN
EAST AMHERST, N.Y.
SACRED HEART
As a Junior in 2005: Started in all 26 
matches and played in all 86 games...Had 
777 assists which is the fi fth best single-

season performance all-time at Holy Cross...Her 9.03 assists per 
game is third on the Holy Cross all-time single-season list...Earned 
a spot on the Crusader Classic All-Tournament team...Tallied 42 
assists in the 3-1 win over Providence (9/14) ...Had 52 assists at 
Colgate (9/30)…Dished out 43 assists versus Navy (10/8)...Had 
41 assists in the 3-2 win over Army (11/12) ...Earned a spot on the 
Patriot League Honor Roll. As a Sophomore in 2004: Played in 94 
games...Finished the season second on the team in assists (28), tied 
for second in service aces (24) and fi fth in digs (199)...Named to 
the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll. As a Freshman in 2003: 
Appeared in 24 games...Recorded 12 assists and 24 digs. Before 
Holy Cross: Four-year letterwinner at Sacred Heart...Team captain 
(2002, 2001)...2002 League MVP...2002 Fifth Team All-State...
Avenue of Athletes 2003 High School Athlete of the Year...2002 
Senior All-Star Western New York ...First Team All-Catholic (2001, 
2000)...Honorable mention All-Catholic (1999). Personal: Daughter 
of Michael and Patricia Fanning...Has three sisters; Sandy and Susan 
played volleyball at Providence from 1999-2002.

MEET THE CRUSADERSMEET THE CRUSADERS

FANNING’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP Kill Asst Dig Blk Aces
2003 24 0 12 24 0 2
2004 94 4 28 199 0 24
2005 86 55 777 184 9 22
Total 204 59 817 407 9 48
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MEET THE CRUSADERSMEET THE CRUSADERS

#10VALERIE
MORA
SR. • L • 5-8
CAPTAIN
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
HIGHLANDS
As a Junior in 2005: Started in all 26 
matches and played in all 86 games...

Finished third on the team in digs with 243 and fourth in kills with 
138...Was second on the team in assists with 45...Had a double-
double with 10 kills and 12 digs versus Lafayette (10/22)... Tallied 
a season best 13 kills in the 3-1 win over Providence (9/14)...Reg-
istered double digits in digs on 12 occasions...Recorded a season-
high 17 digs at Colgate (9/30)...Named an Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports 
Scholar. As a Sophomore in 2004: Played in 92 games...Led the 
team in digs with 306...Finished the season fourth on the team in 
service aces (22) and fi fth on the team in both kills (96) and as-
sists (12)...Recorded six total blocks...Named to Patriot League 
Academic Honor Roll...Named an Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar. 
As a Freshman in 2003: Played in 98 games...Posted the highest 
kills percentage on the team (.143)...Recorded 216 kills and 22 ser-
vice aces...Finished the season second on the team in digs (309)...
selected to the Crusader Classic All-Tournament team...Named to 
Patriot League Academic Honor Roll. Before Holy Cross: Four-
year letterwinner in volleyball at Highlands High School. Person-
al: Daughter of George and Laura Mora...Has one sister.

MORA’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP Kill Asst Dig Blk Aces
2003 98 216 24 309 20 22
2004 92 96 12 306 6 22
2005 86 138 45 243 22 17
Total 276 450 81 858 48 61
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MEET THE CRUSADERSMEET THE CRUSADERS

#6CHRISTINE
STRAWSON
JR. • OH • 5-11
CAPTAIN
TORRINGTON, CONN.
TORRINGTON
As a Sophomore in 2005: Named the 
Patriot League Volleyball Scholar Athlete 

of the Year...Earned a spot on the all-Patriot League second team...
Selected to 2005 ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District I 
second team...Her 351 kills and 4.08 kills per game ranks second 
all-time in a single-season at Holy Cross...Led the team in digs 
with 278...Finished third in the Patriot League in kills per game, 
sixth in kills and 10th in digs per game (3.23) ...Recorded double 
digits in kills in 21 of 26 matches, while she registered 12 double-
doubles...Member of the Crusader Classic, New England Challenge 
and Yale Invitational All-Tournament teams...Named the Holiday 
Inn Express Crusader of the Week (9/19)...Tallied a season-high 
25 kills and had 12 digs versus Siena (9/3)...Had 24 kills and 16 
digs at Colgate (9/30)...Registered 23 kills and 15 digs versus 
Navy (10/8)...Recorded 13 kills and a season-high 26 digs in the 
3-2 win over Army (11/12). As a Freshman In 2004: Played in all 
95 games...Second on the team in kills (216)...Third on the team in 
both total blocks (31) and assists (23)...Recorded 43 digs and one 
service ace...Named to the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll. 
Before Holy Cross: Three-sport athlete at Torrington High School 
(volleyball, basketball, track)...All-State Second Team (volleyball) 
2003, 2002..All-League (2003, 2002, 2001 volleyball; 2004, 2003, 
2002 basketball)...Outstanding Senior Player (2003 volleyball, 2004 
basketball)...McDonald’s All-American nominee (basketball)...
All-time leading scorer in girl’s basketball history at Torrington 
(1,493 points)...2003 All-New England (triple jump)...2003 All-
State (triple jump)...2002, 2003 All-League (4 x 100 and triple 
jump)...Holds school records in the javelin throw, triple jump and 
4 x 100. Personal: Daughter of Robert and Patricia Strawson...
Has one brother.

STRAWSON’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP Kill Asst Dig Blk Aces
2004 95 216 23 43 31 1
2005 86 351 18 278 32 29
Total 181 567 41 321 63 30
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#3KATIE
FITZPATRICK
JR. • DS • 5-6
QUEENSBURY, N.Y.
QUEENSBURY
As a Sophomore in 2005: Played in all 
86 games as the libero...Had 184 digs, 14 
service aces and nine assists...Registered 
double-digits in digs in nine matches...

Recorded a career high 14 digs in the 3-2 win over Army (11/12) 
...Earned a spot on the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll. As a 
Freshman in 2004: Appeared in 21 games...Recorded 13 digs, two 
service aces and one assist...Named to the Patriot League Academic 
Honor Roll. Before Holy Cross: Three-sport athlete at Queensbury 
(volleyball, basketball, softball)...Female Athlete of the Year (2002, 
2001, 2000)...Foothills Council All-Star (2002, 2001)...Post Star 
All-Star (2002)...Team Most Valuable Player (2002)...Minisink 
Tournament All-Star (2003, 2002). Personal: Daughter of Edward 
and Robin Fitzpatrick...Has two brothers.

FITZPATRICK’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP Kill Asst Dig Blk Aces
2004 21 0 1 13 0 2
2005 86 0 9 184 0 14
Total 107 0 10 197 0 16
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#12MEAGAN
MERINDER
JR. • MH • 6-0
ANDOVER, MASS.
ANDOVER
As a Sophomore in 2005: Started in all 26 
matches and played in all 86 games....Led 
the team in block solos (18), block assists 
(26) and total blocks (44)...Tallied 87 kills 

and 23 digs...Recorded a career high 11 kills at Colgate (9/30). As a 
Freshman in 2004: Appeared in 52 games...Recorded 22 digs, 20 
total blocks, 12 assists and nine kills. Before Holy Cross: Three-
sport athlete at Andover High School...2003 Eagle Tribune MVC 
All-Conference Team...2003 Andover Volleyball Most Valuable 
Player...2002 Eagle Tribune MVC All-Star...Member of the 2003 
Massachusetts Division I State Championship team...2003 Bay 
State Financial Services ‘Player of the Forthnight’ Award...2003 
Division I Eastern Massachusetts State Finals ‘Player of the Game’. 
Personal: Daughter of Bjorn and Maureen Merinder...Has two 
brothers and one sister.

MERINDER’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP Kill Asst Dig Blk Aces
2004 52 9 12 22 20 0
2005 86 87 4 23 44 3
Total 138 96 16 45 64 3
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#9MOLLY
ANDERSON
SO. • DS/OH • 5-8
WESTON, CONN.
WESTON
As a Freshman in 2005: Started in all 26 
matches and played in all 86 games...Tied 
for fi rst on the team in service aces with 
32...Ranked second on the team in digs 

with 257 and third in kills with 162...Had 12 kills and a career high 
20 digs at Colgate (9/30)... Tallied a career high 14 kills and added 
11 digs in the 3-2 win over Army (11/12). Before Holy Cross: 
Four-year letterwinner in volleyball for coach Jamie Palmer at 
Weston High School...2004 All-State Class M fi rst team, All-SWC 
fi rst team and Norwalk Hour All Area team MVP...Two-time team 
MVP...Senior captain...Helped team qualify for the state tournament 
for the fi rst time in 25 years in 2002...Earned two letters in track & 
fi eld. Personal: Daughter of Ed and Jan Anderson...Has one brother 
and two sisters.

ANDERSON’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year GP Kill Asst Dig Blk Aces
2005 86 162 15 257 7 32
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#7KIM
SWEET
SO. • MH • 6-0
WALPOLE, MASS.
WALPOLE
As a Freshman in 2005: Did not see any 
varsity action. Before Holy Cross: Four-
year letterwinner in volleyball and three-
year letterwinner in basketball at Walpole 

High School...As a senior captain she received the Coach’s Award...
Two-time Bay State League All-Star and Daily Transcript All-Star...
Earned the Best Offense Award as a sophomore and junior. Personal: 
Daughter of Joseph and Deborah Sweet...Has two brothers.

#13LIZ
AUGER
FR. • OH/RS • 5-11
BARNSTABLE, MASS.
BARNSTABLE
Before Holy Cross: Four-year varsity 
letterwinner in volleyball at Barnstable 
High School for coach Tom Turco...
Captain her senior season...Team won 

three Massachusetts Division I State Championships (2003, 2004 
& 2005)...Member of the Boston Globe and Boston Herald All-
Scholastic teams in 2004 & 2005...Three-year member of the varsity 
basketball team and two-year member of the varsity softball team...
Senior captain of the basketball team. Personal: Daughter of Peter 
and June Auger...Father played collegiate football and baseball at 
Amherst...Has one brother, Jeff.

#15MEREDITH
BEATRICE
FR. • MH • 5-11
LEBANON, MAINE
SPAULDING
Before Holy Cross: Played two years 
on the varsity volleyball team at Spauld-
ing High School in Rochester, N.H....
Received Foster’s Daily Democrat Hon-

orable Mention honors as a sophomore and a junior...As a junior 
broke her own school record she set as a sophomore for blocks and 
kills per game...Team made it to the Final Four in both seasons...
Earned Highest Honors in all four years of high school. Personal: 
Daughter of Martin and Laurette Beatrice...Father played on the 
varsity football team at Colorado State as a defensive lineman...
Has two brothers, Matthew and Daniel.


