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Introduction A BRIEF LOOK AT THE NAIA

The National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) is a completely
autonomous association currently administering programs of intercollegiate
athletics for approximately 290 fully accredited colleges and universities of
moderate enroliment. The fundamental tenet of the NAIA is that intercollegiate
athletics is an integral part of the total educational program of the institution. This
belief is strongly reflected in the governing documents, activities and
organizational structure of the Association.

History

Established in 1940 as the National Association of Intercollegiate Basketball
(NAIB), the Association expanded to include other programs in 1952. The NAIA
became the first intercollegiate sports governing body to provide championship
opportunities for both men and women when the women’s program was
established on August 1, 1980. (Additional information relative to the history of
the NAIA can be found on page iv of the NAIA Official Handbook.)

Philosophy

The purpose of the NAIA is to promote education and development of students
through intercollegiate athletic participation. Member institutions, although varied
and diverse, share a common commitment to high standards and the principle
that athletes serve as an integral part of education.

The NAIA embraces the concept of the student and recognizes the importance of
the individuality of each member institution, the value of the conference and
regional structure, and the benefits of membership in a national association. (Additional
information relative to the philosophy of the NAIA can be found on page i of the
NAIA Official Handbook.)
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Since 1937, the MALS has administered programs and championships in proper balance with the
cverall educational experiance. In 2000, the NALA reaffirmed & purpose 1o enhance the
character-building aspects of sport. Theough Champions of Character, the MALA, seeks to create an
emdroniment in which every student-athlete, coach, official and spectator B commitied to the true spirt
of competition throwgh five tenets: respedct, infegrily, responsibiliy, servant leadership and
gporfamansiip. The NALY Champions of Character program B desizned to instill an understanding of
character valees in sport, and provide student-athletes, coaches and parents the waining o help them
ko the right thamg, do the right thing and valee the right thing inskde and ouside the spors setting.

MATIONAL ARBOCIATION OF

INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICE
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OME ATHLETE OF CHARACTER WILL
MPROVE A TEAM. ONE TEAM OF
CHARACTER WILL IMPROVE A SCHOOL
ONE SCHOOL OF CHARACTER CAN

IMPACT AN ENTIRE COMMLENITY. 99

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
STUDENT-ATHLETE

® 43,000 participating studant-ath letes

® Hundreds of MALS students recognized annual by
& AlFAMmerica scholar-Athletes, thousands more
honored on the confereance leve|

# Champlonship opportunities at tha conference,
aechicnal, reglonal, and national levels

® I3 championships encompassing 13 sports:

- Bruce Brown
AR Special Presenter
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