
2008 Wyoming Cross Country

2008 Wyoming Cowgirl Roster 
Name   Year  Ht.  Hometown/Previous School 
Emily Byra SO 5-4 Laramie, Wyo. (Laramie HS)
Alysha Davis SO 5-4 Cambridge City, Ind. (Lincoln HS)
Brenna Dooley JR 5-3 Worland, Wyo. (Worland HS)
Erin Heffron JR 5-6 Alta, Wyo. (Teton HS)
Emily Higgins JR 5-7 Deaver, Wyo. (Rocky Mountain HS)
Alexandria Kesterson FR 5-6 Trafalgar, Ind. (Brown County HS)
Molly Lux  FR 5-5 Whitney, Neb. (Crawford HS)
McKynzie Maher R-FR 5-6 Fort Collins, Colo. (Rocky Mountain HS)
Irene Masai R-SO 5-6 Nairobi, Kenya (Oklahoma State)
Nikki Peterson SR 5-8 Riverton, Wyo. (University of Indiana)

Head Cross Country Coach: Randy Cole (Cal Poly, ‘80), Sixth Year

2008 Wyoming Cowboy Roster 
Name   Year  Ht. Hometown/Previous School 
Eliud Chirchir FR 5-9 Eldoret, Kenya (Kalyet HS)
Ryan Griesbach FR 5-10 Laramie, Wyo. (Laramie HS)
Seth Grossman SO 5-10 Kalispell, Mont. (Flathead HS)
Michael Huntington SR 6-2 Littleton, Colo. (Columbine HS)
Taylor Kelting SO 6-1 Gillette, Wyo. (Campbell County HS)
Philemon Kimutai FR 5-9 Eldoret, Kenya (Kapcherop Secondary HS)
Mark Korir SR 5-6 Eldoret, Kenya (Moi University)
Noel Limo SO 6-2 Eldoret, Kenya (Nairobi HS)
Brian McGuire FR 6-1 Moline, Ill. (Alleman HS)
Greg Miller RFR 6-0 Winnepeg, Manitoba, Canada (Kelvin HS)
Brett Schuler SR 6-0 Wright, Wyo. (Wright HS)
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Wyoming Quick Facts

University Information
Location  Laramie, Wyoming
Enrollment   13,207
Founded    1886
President   Dr. Tom Buchanan
Athletics Director  Tom Burman
Media Relations Director Tim Harkins
Nickname   Cowboys/Cowgirls
Colors   Brown and Gold
Conference   Mountain West
Affi liation   NCAA Division I
Indoor Facility   War Memorial Fieldhouse (5,000)
Outdoor Facility Memorial 8 Track 
                                           at Louis S. Madrid Sports Complex

Track and Field Staff
Head Coach   Don Yentes (Judson College, ‘81) 
Cross Country Coach   Randy Cole (Cal Poly, ‘80)
Assistant Coach   Paul Barrett (Washington St., ‘91) 
Assistant Coach   Quincy Howe (Wyoming, ‘03)   
Track and Field Offi ce Phone (307) 766-5365
Best Time to Reach Coach Yentes Contact SID

Media Information
Track and Field Contact Kyle Deck
E-Mail kdeck@uwyo.edu
Offi ce Phone (307) 766-2256
Cell Phone (303) 681-4279
Offi ce Fax (307) 766-2346
Mailing Address UW Athletics Media Relations
 Department 3414
 1000 E. University Avenue
 Laramie, Wyo. 82071-3414
Website www.wyomingathletics.com

2008 Wyoming Cross Country Schedule

Date  Opponent / Event  Location             Time/Result  
Aug. 29th Wyoming Invite Laramie, Wyo. Men- 2nd
                            Women - 2nd
Sept. 20th Montana State Invitational  Bozeman, Mont. Men - 3rd
                            Women - 3rd
Sept. 27th Minnesota Roy Griak Invite Minneapolis, Minn. Men - 12th
                            Women - 12th
Oct. 4th Rocky Mountain Shootout Boulder, Colo.  NTS
Oct. 18th Pre-National Invitational  Terre Haute, Ind. Men - 27th
                            Women - NTS
Nov. 1st  MWC Championships  San Diego, Calif.  Men - 5th
                            Women - 5th
Nov. 15th  NCAA Mountain Regionals  Fort Collins, Colo.  Men - 6th
                            Women - 9th
Nov. 24th  NCAA National Championships Terre Haute, Ind.   Korir - 71st

2007 MWC Championship Results:
 Men  5th (118 points) 
 Women 4th (118 points) 

2007 Mountain Region Results:
 Men 9th (259 points)
 Women 9th (261 points)

Top Performers
2007 MWC All-Conference:
 Men Mark Korir (First Team) 
 Women Gretchen Johnson (Second Team)
  Emily Higgins (Second Team)

2007 All-Mountain Region:
 Men Mark Korir (5th place)
 Women Gretchen Johnson (10th place)

2007 NCAA Championship Participants:
 Men  Mark Korir (19th Overall) 
 Women  Gretchen Johnson (116th Overall)

2007 All-Americans:
 Men Mark Korir (2006, 2007)

Key Losses
 Women Gretchen Johnson 

Lettermen Returning/Lost:
 Men  5/0
 Women 4/1



2008 Wyoming Cross Country

Recap of Today:

outdoor seasons.”
 As for the Cowboys, the 2008 NCAA Championships 
coming to a close for senior Mark Korir.  Unfortunately he came 
down with a tight back to end his cross country career a little 
short of becoming the fi rst three-time All-American in cross 
country history.  Fortunately he was named Mountain West 
Conference Athlete of the Year, he was crowned the MWC 
Champion for the fi rst time in his career, named to the All-
Mountain Region team for the third time in his career and was 
named the MWC Athlete of the Week four times this season.  
 Along with Korir, freshman Ryan Griesbach took some 
hardware home from the MWC Championships for himself 
earning the MWC Freshman of the Year award for his 41st-place 
fi nish tops among true-freshman.  
 “The men really came together nicely towards the end of the 
year with strong performances at conference and at the regional 
meet,” said Cole.  “They showed a glimpse of what they are ca-
pable of and what we expect to see next season and throughout 
the track and fi eld season.
 “There were three seniors on this team that are going to be 
missed not only on the course but off as well.  Michael Hunting-
ton really had a breakthrough season and it was nice to see him 
wrap up at conference on a good note.  Brett Schuler was a very 
consistent runner for us and will continue to be during the track 
and fi eld seasons.  As for Mark, what can you say about him that 
hasn’t already been said, he will be sorely missed,” fi nished Cole.

 The combination of cold weather and rolling hills were 
too much for Mark Korir from Eldoret, Kenya to overcome 
and become the fi rst three-time All-American in University of 
Wyoming cross country history today in Terre Haute, Ind., at 
the NCAA Championships.
 At the second mile of the 6.2 mile (10k) course, Korir 
was cruising along with the lead group.  When they entered 
a decline at the Indiana State University course Korir’s back 
started to tighten up on him.  That’s when the lead pack began 
to pull away from not only Korir but the rest of the fi eld.
 It was a two-man race from the get-go with sophomore 
Samuel Chelanga from Liberty and senior Galen Rupp from 
the University of Oregon.  Chelanga sprinted out from the 
start and Rupp had to play catch up, he caught him about half 
way through the race and ran with him the rest of the way.  
Neither of them made their move to pull away until the last 
400-meters.  They came down the home stretch and that’s 
when Rupp led for the fi rst time in the 10k race.  He crossed 
the line with a time of 29:03, fi ve seconds in front of Chelanga.  
 With the top-40 individuals crossing the line automati-
cally named All-American, Korir was left off that list for the 
fi rst time in his career with his 71st-place fi nish and time of 
30:38.
 Korir the two-time All-American and reigning Confer-
ence Champion was also named to the Mountain West Con-
ference 10th Anniversary Cross Country Team, ended his cross 
country career with a sour taste in his mouth.  
 “Mark has had an incredible career here at UW and he 
will be sorely missed on the cross country course,” said head 
coach Randy Cole.  “It just wasn’t his day with his back lock-
ing up on him but he still gave everything he had and I am very 
proud of him for that.
  

 As the season came to a close following the NCAA Moun-
tain Regional meet in Fort Collins, Colo., UW head coach 
Randy Cole ended the season in good spirits for the Cowgirls.
 “All-in-all we had signifi cant a break through both in our 
training and our race performances throughout the season,” 
said Cole.  “We fi nished the season strong and as a team had 
our best performances from top to bottom.”
 The Cowgirls fi nished ninth out of 18 teams and named 
two to the All-Mountain Region team in junior Emily Higgins 
and sophomore Alysha Davis both for the fi rst time in their 
careers.  Higgins was one spot shy of qualifying for the NCAA 
Championships and running for All-American honors.  
 “We have really got a good core of young ladies coming 
back for next season and they have great camaraderie within 
themselves,” said Cole.  “The future is very exciting and they 
should continue to improve throughout the indoor and out-
door track and fi eld seasons. 
 “We also say farewell to our lone senior on the team in 
Nikki Peterson, she has had a great attitude throughout her 
entirely injury plaqued career.  She is a great student of the 
game and will hopefully become healthy before the indoor and 

2008 NCAA Championships

Men 
Name   Place  Time
1. Mark Korir  71st  30:38
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Cross Country Recap:


